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Churchill Church of England Primary School

With kind hearts and determined minds, we inspire each other to be the best we can be
This policy should be taken as part of the overall strategy of the school and operated within the context of our vision, aims and values as a Church of England School
Teaching for Learning Policy

Rationale 

Our teaching for learning policy underpins our goal to inspire a love of learning and foster a desire to succeed, based on our key values of respect, courage, determination and kindness.

At Churchill Church of England Primary School, we believe in lifelong learning and that learning should be a rewarding and stimulating experience. We use our teaching approach to embed an ethic of excellence that promotes high quality, standards and character throughout our school.  We use the phrase ‘we aim to be the best version of ourselves we can be’ to talk with the children about their efforts and achievements.

We offer children a fun, exciting and stimulating curriculum which aims to educate everybody so that every child has the knowledge and skills they need to lead a flourishing life; and have the disposition to help others to do so. 
We encourage children to be independent learners who have their own voice and who are well rounded and confident, both in school and in the wider community.  Through this approach we enable our pupils to participate as active citizens and flourish as individuals in a diverse and changing society.

Our rationale is underpinned by our vision and values.

Our motto is:

With kind hearts and determined minds, we inspire each other to be the best we can be.
This motto supports our vision: 

To create a nurturing community in which we ignite curious minds, encourage generous hearts and embrace a changing world so our children can live life in all its fullness. 
“Let all that you do, be done in love”
                                                                                          (1 Corinthians, 16:14)
This vision supports our core purpose, which is:

At Churchill Church of England Primary School, we are passionate about nurturing kind hearts and inspiring determined minds so that our children can live life in all its fullness.  We are committed to being the best version of ourselves we can be and we challenge our children to be the same.

We see children as incredible and powerful learners.  Our team provide exciting experiences and challenges which feed our children’s curiosity of the world and embrace their inquisitive nature.

Our carefully structured curriculum builds on our children’s experiences, interests and knowledge.  We see learning as a lifelong journey and take seriously our responsibility to inspire a love of learning and foster a passion to grow as a person.  

Learn with passion to live with purpose
Aims

Through our teaching, we aim to develop positive, resilient and motivated children who feel confident to take risks in their learning, recognising that they learn most when they are challenged and have to think deeply. We all view mistakes as a powerful tool for learning.  We aim for children to be effective communicators, who think creatively, pose questions and tackle problems “head on.” We aim for children to be able to learn on their own, in pairs and also in groups, recognising the value of learning with others. We aim for children to learn from all experiences they have at school, not just limited to those in lessons. 
We aim for all our children to …
· live life in all its fullness 

· be inspired to be the best they can be

· feel brave, challenged, empowered and proud 

· not be afraid to try and fail

· know they are respected and heard 

· feel safe, loved and protected

· have a considerate and respectful attitude towards others

· understand and appreciate Christian values

· be proud of their school and their achievements

· be able to work co-operatively, collaboratively and independently

· be enthusiastic learners and confident in applying their skills

· achieve the highest standards of which they are capable in all areas of the curriculum

· reflect and extend themselves in mind, body and spirit

· benefit from and contribute to our local church and wider Christian community

We will achieve this by:
Starting with what the children already know as a basis for planning, they will experience learning activities that are built on the requirements of the National Curriculum and reflect our own school curriculum.  Lessons will be planned to embrace different learning styles. They will focus on developing knowledge, skills and secure understanding.  Conceptual understanding and procedural fluency will be taught in tandem. Teachers will use a range of assessment methods including pupil self-assessment and peer assessment and more formal assessment methods. 

We encourage children to take responsibility for their own learning, to be involved in reviewing the way they learn, and to reflect on how they learn – what helps them learn and what makes it difficult for them to learn. High quality teaching enables children to develop a repertoire of learning strategies, positive attitudes and confidence in themselves as learners.

The Key Elements for Learning and Teaching

· Approaches to learning – Children will experience a wide variety of learning approaches including opportunities to learn in and outdoors; from a variety of adults in school; and from visitors and school visits. Through the development of respectful teacher-learner relationships, children are encouraged to feel that they are active partners in their learning. This partnership is something we also foster between school and home.  The children will also undertake a significant amount of collaborative learning in the acknowledgement that learning is a social process. 
· Knowledge with skills – Children are given opportunities to learn knowledge and recall it when needed. They are taught retrieval skills and to think systematically, manage information, learn from others and help others to learn. They are encouraged to think about ‘learning to learn’ skills, which recognises the importance of meta-cognition to attainment. Children are encouraged to develop confidence, self-motivation and an understanding of the learning process. Teachers have a clear knowledge of the content that is important for children at each phase of their development and for subject specific skills, and this supports us to teach children effectively and accurately. 
· Purposes – We understand that children learn more when there are meaningful purposes for their learning and a clear understanding of why they are being asked to do an activity. We therefore aim to share with children these purposes. 
· Audiences – With clear audiences for their work, children have a real purpose and are able to employ an appropriate approach. We aim to exploit the use of ‘audience’ within and outside our school to ensure our children’s learning becomes as relevant as possible. Many of our cross-curricular projects have a performance of understanding that ensures the children maintain a focus on a sense of purpose and their audience throughout their project.
· Relationships – in order for our children to value themselves, their families, other relationships, the wider groups to which they belong and the diversity in our society, we provide them with varied opportunities to get on with others, understand themselves and take responsibility. We actively encourage relationship building, as we believe this is the best way to secure a strong learning culture and community. We believe relationships are the fundamental context for learning to happen and we aim to cherish our relationships.
· Assessment – We believe that children learn best when learning is based on what they already know, understand and can do. We use a range of assessments to inform us at key points about the progress of individual children and cohorts.  We endeavour for our children to know how they are achieving and what they need to do next to improve their current learning or work. We believe this is a key aspect in self-motivation for our children and ultimately in ensuring all children learn without limits.

This policy should be read in conjunction with our approaches to inclusion, equal opportunities, assessment, marking and feedback, behaviour and curriculum statements.
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