	LKS2:  Festivals
	How do ancient stories influence modern celebrations?


	What are we 

Learning?
	What do teachers need to know? 
	How are we learning?

	
	
	Teaching input 
	Pupil practice/ application
	Assessment

	Lesson 1:

Who are Rama and Sita, and why has their story lasted so long?
	The story of Rama and Sita comes from the ancient Hindu epic, the Ramayana, which has been told for thousands of years in many countries. It explains how Prince Rama rescues his wife Sita from the demon king Ravana with the help of Hanuman. The story continues to be shared because it teaches important ideas about good overcoming evil, loyalty and courage. These ideas help explain why the story is still remembered and celebrated today.
	Do Now (retrieval practice): Pupils to complete on whiteboards whilst teacher circulates, checks for understanding and then discusses answers.

· What is a festival? (A special time when people celebrate important events)

· Name one reason people tell stories (To remember, to teach, to share ideas)

· What does a celebration usually include? (People, activities, traditions)

· Why might stories be important to religions? (They teach beliefs and values)
Main session

Today we are beginning a new unit asking: How do ancient stories influence modern celebrations?

One of the most ancient stories still celebrated today is the story of Rama and Sita from Hindu tradition. Show illustrated images of Rama, Sita, Ravana and Hanuman.

Read or retell a short, child‑friendly version of the story, pausing at key moments. Probe: Why do you think this story was remembered for so long? What qualities does Rama show when things are difficult? What might people learn from Sita’s actions?

Cold call pupils after think time, probing further with: What makes that a good example? Can you link that to real life?
Let’s retell the story together and decide which parts are most important.

As a class, sequence four picture cards of the story.

Children help decide order and justify choices. Think‑pair‑share: Which moment best shows good overcoming evil? Probe: Would everyone choose the same moment? Why or why not?
Hinge Question: Which statement best explains why the story of Rama and Sita is still important today?

a) Because it is exciting to read

b) Because it teaches important ideas about how to live

c) Because it is only about the past

Correct answer: b
	Create three freeze‑frame drawings (or written snapshots) of key moments in the story.

Under each, write one sentence explaining why this moment matters.

:

What does this moment teach people?

Why do you think Hindus still remember this part?

Extension: Add a sentence explaining which value (e.g. bravery, loyalty) each moment shows.
	Exit ticket (CFU at the end of the lesson): Pupils to discuss or complete on whiteboards.

Why do people still tell the story of Rama and Sita today?

	Lesson 2:

What deeper meanings are hidden within the Ramayana?
	The Ramayana is not only a story but a source of meaning for many Hindus. Different characters and events symbolise bigger ideas such as light defeating darkness and doing the right thing even when it is difficult. These meanings help people apply the story to their own lives. The same story can be interpreted differently by different Hindu communities.
	Do Now (retrieval practice): Pupils to complete on whiteboards whilst teacher circulates, checks for understanding and then discusses answers.

· Who are Rama and Sita? (Main characters in a Hindu story)

· What problem does Rama face? (Sita is taken away)

· What does good overcoming evil mean? (Good behaviour winning over bad)

· Why do people keep telling this story? (It teaches important ideas)
Main session

Last lesson, we learnt what happens in the story of Rama and Sita. Today, we are thinking more deeply. Many religious stories work on more than one level. On the surface, events happen to characters. Underneath, the story teaches ideas about life, behaviour and belief.

Display an image of a burning diya lamp in darkness. Explain: In the Ramayana, light is very important. Lamps are not just there to look beautiful. Light is often used as a symbol. A symbol is something that represents a bigger idea.

Think time, then cold call: What might light represent? Why might darkness be used to represent evil or danger?

Probe further: Is darkness always bad in real life, or only in stories? Why do you think storytellers choose light and dark to explain ideas? Clarify: In the Ramayana, light often symbolises goodness, truth and hope. Darkness symbolises ignorance, danger or wrongdoing. These ideas help people understand right and wrong.

Show images of Rama, Ravana, and Sita. Characters can also be symbols. Rama is often seen as someone who tries to do the right thing, even when it is very difficult. Ravana represents selfishness and misuse of power. Sita is often seen as a symbol of faithfulness and strength. Model thinking aloud: I am not just asking, “What happens to Rama?” I am asking, “What does Rama show people about how they should behave?”

Probe with cold calling: What choices does Rama make that are difficult? What does that tell believers about duty or responsibility? Explicitly address diversity: It is important to remember that not all Hindus explain these meanings in exactly the same way. Different families and communities may focus on different parts of the story. That is why we talk about interpretation, not just answers.
Display a partially completed symbol table on the board. Together, complete one example: Event/Character: Rama going into exile - Possible deeper meaning: Doing the right thing even when it is unfair or hard

Ask: How do we know this meaning fits the story? What evidence from the story supports it?

Think‑pair‑share: What might Ravana represent as a character? Cold call pairs and probe: Is Ravana just “bad”, or does he show something specific about power or choice? Could someone interpret him differently?

Summarise: Stories can have deeper meanings, and people might not always agree. That does not mean someone is wrong – it means stories are rich and meaningful.

Hinge Question: What is a symbol in a religious story?

a) Something added to make the story exciting

b) Something that represents a bigger idea or belief

c) Something that only existed in the past

Correct answer: b
	Complete a symbol map showing at least three characters or events from the Ramayana and their possible deeper meanings. 

Each meaning must include a short explanation.

What does this character show about behaviour?

How does this idea link to good overcoming evil?

Could someone explain this symbol in a different way?

Extension: Choose one symbol and write two different interpretations, explaining why different people might see the story differently.
	Exit ticket (CFU at the end of the lesson): Pupils to discuss or complete on whiteboards.

Name one symbol from the Ramayana and explain what it teaches people about how to live.

	Lesson 3:

How is the story of Rama and Sita remembered through Diwali today?
	Diwali is a Hindu festival celebrating light overcoming darkness and good overcoming evil. Many Hindus link Diwali to the return of Rama and Sita to Ayodhya, when lamps were lit to guide them home. Diwali is celebrated in different ways in India and the UK, showing both shared beliefs and cultural diversity. Celebrations can include lamps, prayers, food and community events.
	Do Now (retrieval practice): Pupils to complete on whiteboards whilst teacher circulates, checks for understanding and then discusses answers.

· What is the Ramayana? (An ancient Hindu story)

· What does light symbolise in the Ramayana? (Good, truth, hope)

· What is a symbol? (Something that represents a bigger idea)

· Name one value shown by Rama (Bravery, duty, doing the right thing)
Main session

In the last lesson, we explored the deeper meanings within the Ramayana. Today, we are going to see how those meanings are remembered and lived out in a modern festival called Diwali.

Explain: Diwali is a Hindu festival that celebrates light overcoming darkness and good overcoming evil. For many Hindus, Diwali remembers the moment when Rama and Sita returned home after a long exile. The people lit lamps to guide them home, showing joy, hope and goodness.

Show an image of rows of diyas (oil lamps). These lamps are not just decorations. They help people remember the story and its meaning. Lighting a lamp is a way of saying, “Good is stronger than evil.”

Probe: How does this link back to what we learnt about symbols? Why do you think light is such a powerful symbol?

Show short video clips or images of Diwali celebrations in India (temples, families, streets). Then show images of Diwali in the UK (community centres, homes, schools). Explain explicitly: Diwali is celebrated in many countries, including the UK. While the core ideas stay the same, the way people celebrate can look different depending on where they live.

Model thinking aloud: I notice that in both places people light lamps and spend time together. But I also notice differences in food, clothing and places where celebrations happen. Probing questions: Does celebrating differently mean people believe different things? Why might celebrations change when people move to a new country? Clarify diversity: Not all Hindus celebrate Diwali in exactly the same way. Some families focus strongly on prayer, others on family meals or community gatherings. This shows diversity within a shared tradition.
Display a comparison table with two headings: Diwali in India / Diwali in the UK

Together, complete the first row: What stays the same? (Light, meaning, community) Ask: Which part of the story is being remembered here? How do we know this links back to the Ramayana?

Think‑pair‑share: What is one difference you notice between the celebrations? Cold call pairs and probe: Why do you think that difference exists?

Is the meaning of the festival still the same? Summarise verbally: Festivals can change in their appearance while keeping their meaning. That is how ancient stories continue to influence modern life.
Hinge Question: Which statement best explains how Diwali links to the story of Rama and Sita?

a) Diwali is mainly about presents and fireworks

b) Diwali remembers Rama and Sita’s return and symbolises good over evil

c) Diwali is celebrated the same way everywhere

Correct answer: b
	Complete a comparison table showing similarities and differences between Diwali celebrations in India and the UK.

Pupils must include:

One similarity linked to belief or meaning

One difference linked to place or culture

Which part of the Ramayana is being remembered here?

How does this celebration show good overcoming evil?

Could two families in the UK celebrate Diwali differently?

Extension: Write a short explanation answering:

Why does Diwali still have meaning even when it is celebrated differently?
	Exit ticket (CFU at the end of the lesson): Pupils to discuss or complete on whiteboards.

How does Diwali help 

people remember the story 

and meaning of Rama and 

Sita today?

	Lesson 4:

What can data teach us about how Christmas is celebrated in the UK today?
	Data such as surveys and graphs can show patterns in how people celebrate Christmas in the UK. This might include spending, activities, or who celebrates religiously or non‑religiously. Data helps us understand society but does not tell the whole story. Different sources may show different pictures, depending on what they measure.
	Do Now (retrieval practice): Pupils to complete on whiteboards whilst teacher circulates, checks for understanding and then discusses answers.

· Which festival remembers the return of Rama and Sita? (Diwali)

· What key idea does Diwali celebrate? (Good overcoming evil / light over darkness)

· What is a symbol? (Something that represents a bigger idea)

· Name one way Diwali is celebrated in the UK (Lighting lamps / family gatherings / community events)
Main session

So far in this unit, we have explored how stories influence celebrations, such as the Ramayana influencing Diwali. Today, we are going to explore a different way of learning about festivals. Instead of stories or symbols, we are going to use data to help us understand how Christmas is celebrated in the UK today.

Write data on the board. Explain clearly: Data means information that has been collected, often using surveys, numbers or graphs. Data helps us spot patterns in society, such as what people do, how often they do it, or what they think is important.

Display a simple bar chart or pie chart showing ways people in the UK celebrate Christmas (e.g. family meal, presents, church, decorations). Model how to read the chart aloud: I can see that a large number of people say they celebrate Christmas by spending time with family. Fewer people say they attend a church service. This tells me something about how Christmas is experienced today.

Pause for think time. Cold call and probe: What does this data tell us about modern Christmas celebrations? What patterns can you see straight away? Deliberately challenge over‑simplification: However, data does not tell us everything. It cannot tell us why people celebrate in these ways, or what Christmas means to them personally.

Probe further: Does this data tell us what people believe? Does it show how everyone celebrates? Clarify an important disciplinary point: Some people in the UK celebrate Christmas as a religious festival because of the story of Jesus’ birth. Others celebrate it as a cultural or family festival, even if they are not religious. Data helps us see that one ancient story can influence people in different ways.

Display a second image or graph (e.g. Christmas spending or decorations). Think‑pair‑share: What part of Christmas might come from an ancient story, and what part might come from modern culture? Summarise: Using data helps us understand how celebrations change over time, but we must always ask what the data can and cannot tell us.

Display a new, simple data set with two questions already written underneath.

Model answering the first question together: This graph shows that many people exchange gifts. This suggests that gift‑giving is an important modern tradition.

Ask: Does gift‑giving come directly from the Christmas story, or has it developed over time? Cold call responses and probe: What evidence do you have from the data? What evidence is missing? Think‑pair‑share for the second question, then share answers. Reinforce: We are not just reading data. We are interpreting it and thinking carefully about meaning.
Hinge Question: What is one important limitation of using data to learn about Christmas?

a) Data shows common patterns

b) Data tells us exactly what people believe

c) Data cannot show personal meaning or reasons

Correct answer: c
	Pupils analyse two simple graphs or tables about Christmas in the UK and answer structured questions:

What does the data show?

What does it suggest about modern Christmas celebrations?

What does it not tell us?

Is this a religious or cultural practice?

How might two people interpret Christmas differently even if the data shows the same behaviour?

Can you link anything here back to older Christmas traditions?

Extension: Write one thoughtful question that the data cannot answer and explain why that question matters.
	Exit ticket (CFU at the end of the lesson): Pupils to discuss or complete on whiteboards.

What is one thing data helps us understand about how 

Christmas is celebrated in 

the UK today?

	Lesson 5:

How has the way people celebrate Christmas in the UK changed over time?
	Christmas in the UK has changed over time due to social, cultural and economic factors. Ancient Christian stories remain important for many people, but modern celebrations may focus more on family, gifts or media. This shows how festivals can keep their roots while adapting to new contexts. Both continuity and change can exist together.
	Do Now (retrieval practice): Pupils to complete on whiteboards whilst teacher circulates, checks for understanding and then discusses answers.

· What can data help us understand about Christmas? (How people celebrate it today)

· Give one way people celebrate Christmas in the UK now (Family meals / presents / decorations / church)

· What does continuity mean? (Something staying the same over time)

· What does change mean? (Something becoming different over time)
Main session

In the last lesson, we used data to understand how Christmas is celebrated today. Today, we are going to look over a longer period of time and ask how Christmas celebrations in the UK have changed, and which parts have stayed the same.

Write continuity and change clearly on the board. Explain: Christmas has ancient roots in the Christian story of the nativity, which tells of the birth of Jesus. For Christians, this story is the reason Christmas is celebrated at all. However, the way people mark Christmas has not always looked the same.

Display an image of a simple nativity scene. In earlier times, Christmas focused much more on religious worship, prayer and storytelling. Going to church, hearing the nativity story and singing carols were central parts of the celebration. Probe: Which part of Christmas links directly to the ancient story? Who might still celebrate Christmas mainly in this way today?

Now display images from a Victorian Christmas (tree, cards, family meal). Explain: Many traditions we recognise today developed later. During the Victorian era, traditions such as Christmas trees, cards and family gift‑giving became more common. These traditions are not part of the nativity story, but they became ways people expressed celebration and togetherness.

Think‑pair‑share: Are these traditions religious, cultural, or both? Probes and clarify: This shows us that celebrations can grow around an ancient story, adding new traditions while keeping old ones.

Display modern UK Christmas images (advert lights, presents, family gatherings). Today, many people in the UK celebrate Christmas even if they are not Christian. This shows that Christmas has become both a religious festival and a cultural celebration. Probe with cold calling: Does celebrating differently mean the story has disappeared? How do ancient stories still influence Christmas today?

Summarises key idea explicitly: Christmas has changed in how it is celebrated, but the ancient story still influences its meaning for many people. This is a clear example of continuity and change together.

Display a timeline with three sections: Ancient / Past / Present

Model adding the first example together: Ancient – Nativity story, birth of Jesus, religious worship Ask: Why does this belong here? How does this connect directly to the ancient story?

Think‑pair‑share: What would we add to the middle of the timeline? Cold call responses and probe: Is this tradition linked directly to the story, or added later? Why might people have wanted to add this tradition? Teacher reinforces that change does not remove meaning.
Hinge Question: Which statement best describes Christmas in the UK today?

a) Christmas has completely lost its ancient story

b) Christmas has never changed

c) Christmas has changed, but ancient stories still influence it

Correct answer: c
	Create a Christmas timeline showing:

One ancient tradition

One past tradition

One modern tradition

Each must include a short explanation answering:

Does this show continuity or change, and why?

How does this tradition show the influence of the ancient story?

Would everyone in the UK celebrate this in the same way? Why not?

Extension: Decide which tradition best shows continuity and which best shows change, and justify your choice.
	Exit ticket (CFU at the end of the lesson): Pupils to discuss or complete on whiteboards.

Give one example of how Christmas has changed over time and one way the ancient story still influences it today.

	Lesson 6:

How do ancient stories continue to influence modern celebrations today?
	Ancient stories such as the Ramayana, the Christian nativity and seasonal traditions like the Winter Solstice still shape modern life. Festivals show how beliefs influence identity, behaviour and community life. People interpret and celebrate these stories differently, leading to diversity within shared traditions. Understanding this helps pupils see religion as living and changing.
	Do Now (retrieval practice): Pupils to complete on whiteboards whilst teacher circulates, checks for understanding and then discusses answers.

· Which ancient story is linked to Diwali? (The story of Rama and Sita)

· What does light often symbolise in festivals we have studied? (Good, hope, overcoming darkness)

· What does continuity mean? (Something staying the same over time)

· What does change mean? (Something becoming different over time)
Main session

Throughout this unit, we have been asking one big question: How do ancient stories influence modern celebrations? Today’s lesson is your chance to show what you now understand about this question.

Display the overarching question clearly on the board. Explain expectations explicitly: A strong answer will:

· Refer to ancient stories or ideas

· Explain how these still influence modern celebrations

· Use examples from what we have studied, such as Diwali, Christmas or the Winter Solstice

· Show understanding that celebrations can both stay the same and change

Model briefly (without giving a full answer): For example, I might say that the ancient story of Rama and Sita still influences Diwali today because people light lamps to remember good overcoming evil. I would then explain how this is celebrated in modern times, perhaps in the UK. Probe understanding: What does influence mean in this context? Are we describing, or explaining?

Reinforce: You are not just listing facts. You are explaining links.

Before you work independently, we will quickly plan what a good answer might include. On the board, co‑construct a simple structure together (no full answers), such as:

· Ancient story or idea

· Modern celebration

· How the story influences what people do or believe

· Example of continuity or change

Think‑pair‑share: Which festival could you use as your main example, and why? Cold call a few pupils and probe: What ancient story links to that festival? How do we know the influence still exists today? Clarify misconceptions gently, then moves firmly into independent work.
Hinge Question: Which response best answers the assessment question?

a) Diwali is celebrated with lamps and food

b) Ancient stories influence modern celebrations by shaping beliefs and traditions

c) Celebrations are only about the present

Correct answer: b
	Option 1: Written response

Pupils write a structured response answering:

How do ancient stories influence modern celebrations today?

They must include at least two examples (e.g. Diwali and Christmas).

Option 2: Presentation or visual explanation

Pupils create a storyboard, poster or short presentation that explains how an ancient story influences a modern celebration, with labelled explanations.

Option 3: Structured discussion 

Pupils take part in a focused discussion where they explain examples verbally, responding to teacher questions and prompts.

Can you explain how that links to the ancient story?

Where can you see continuity or change here?

Which example best supports your answer?


	Exit ticket (CFU at the end of the lesson): Pupils to discuss or complete on whiteboards.

In one clear sentence, explain how an ancient story influences a modern celebration.


