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          Ancient Egypt
Our Key Question:  Why is Egypt called ‘the gift of the Nile’?
	Key Vocabulary

	Egypt
	A country in north eastern Africa that borders the Mediterranean Sea, Israel and Libya.
	pharaoh
	A king or queen of Ancient Egypt. 

	civilisation
	A civilization is a large group of people who share certain advanced ways of living and working.
	pyramid
	A stone built tomb to protect the pharaoh’s body and treasures.

	Nile
	The longest river in Africa which flows through Egypt into the Mediterranean Sea.
	bartering
	exchange of goods or services for other goods or services without using money.

	Nubia
	An ancient African kingdom, which bordered the Red Sea on the east and the Libyan Desert on the west. It stretched south to what is now Khartoum, Sudan.
	Valley of the Kings
	A valley on the West bank of the Nile where later pharaohs built their tombs. 

	Deir-el Medina
	A village of craftsmen who built the Valley of the Kings.
	hieroglyphs
	Ancient Egyptian way of writing that uses pictures instead of letters.  

	Rosetta Stone
	A stone that contains hieroglyphic script that specialists were able to decode and translate. 
	cartouche
	An oval shape inside which names were written using hieroglyphs.

	temple
	Temple were believed to be houses for the Gods where people went to pray and make offerings to the Gods.
	scribe
	A person who wrote and recorded the activities of everyday life.

	Senet
	A popular Ancient Egyptian board game. 
	Royal vizier
	An important official who did the jobs that the pharaoh did not have time for.

	dynasty
	A succession of rulers of the same line of descent (same family).
	Atum
	King of the Egyptian gods. He was also known as Amen and Ammon.

	mummification
	Mummification is a process in which the skin and flesh of a corpse can be preserved.
	afterlife
	What the Ancient Egyptians believed happened after death.

	natron
	A type of salt used to mummify dead bodies. 
	Duat
	An underground world that the Ancient Egyptians believed that the spirit of the dead travelled through to reach the Hall of Two Truths. 
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How to Make a Mummy

Wash the body with
palm oil and water from
the river

Next, pull out the brains
through the nostrils using
a hook. Fill the skull with
sawdust or resin.

Cut out the internal body
organs (except the
heart). Put the liver,
lungs, intestines and
stomach in canopic jars
to dry.

Cover the body with
natron salt. Leave it to
dry for 40 days.

After the 40 days, remove
the natron and pack the
body with straw, dried grass
and linen.

Apply make up, fake eyes
and hair to make it look
nice.

Wrap the body in linen
fabric, adding amulets
and a Book of the Dead.

Finally, place the mummy
in a sarcophagus and
move to the pyramid.
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