
Ready-to-progress 
criteria



In June 2020 the Department for 
Education published new guidance to 
support teachers to deliver the 
National Curriculum more effectively, 
bringing greater clarity and coherence 
to it. 



Ready–to–progress criteria

The guidance identifies the most important conceptual 
knowledge and understanding that pupils need as they 
progress from Year 1 to Year 6. 

These important concepts are referred to as ready-to-progress 
(RTP) criteria and provide a coherent, linked framework to 
support pupils’ mastery of the primary mathematics 
curriculum. 

Please note that the publication does not address the whole 
of the primary curriculum, only the areas that have been 
identified as a priority. (It is still a statutory requirement that 
the whole of the curriculum is taught.) 

However, by meeting the ready-to-progress criteria, pupils 
will be able to more easily access many of the elements of 
the curriculum that are not covered by the guidance.
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