
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent is upon us and there are signs of Christmas 

preparations popping up around the school. The children in 

KS1 are busy learning their lines for the Christmas 

nativity.  In KS2, carols are being rehearsed ahead of our 

annual carol service.  Whilst the excitement of Christmas is 

in the air, and there will be lots of fun to be had, the focus 

on learning is still very much the priority of every day, 

and will be right up until we break for the Christmas 

holidays.  Routine, high expectations and structure are 

essential for our young people to manage this exciting 

period so please help us by maintaining high expectations, 

including with uniform and punctuality.  We appreciate 

your support. 

We look forward to seeing you all at the PTA Christmas 

warmer, this Friday (straight after school).    Mrs Woollven 

 
ATTENDANCE 
Attendance levels continue to be a serious concern for the 
school, with our overall attendance being lower than both the 
National and Local Authority averages.  Since the start of school 
year there have been 478 lost school days, with 274 recorded as 
illness.  We have also recorded approximately 10% of the school 
late on a daily basis (this is excluding the challenges faced by 
everyone on Monday morning).  I will be writing to parents this 
week, to highlight if your child is regularly arriving late. We ask 
that you speak to your child’s class teacher, or contact the school office for a meeting with our Learning 
Mentor, if you are experiencing any problems with getting your child into school, every day and on time. 

Minutes late Equates to days lost across a year 

5 minutes 3 days 

10 minutes 6 days 

15 minutes 9 days 

As a reminder, the school day runs:  

• Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 pupils (Year R, 1 and 2) from 8:50am and ends at 3:20pm. 

• Key Stage 2 pupils (Years 3,4,5 and 6) from 8:40am and ends at 3:10pm 

The register for the first session will be taken at 8:40 am (for Key Stage 2) and 8:50 am (for Reception 

and Key Stage 1). Pupils arriving after 8:45 in KS2 and 8:55 in KS1 will be marked as late (L) – which 

still counts as present.   

If a pupil arrives after the close of registration, 8:55 am for KS2 and 9:05 am for Reception and KS1, they 

will be marked with the unauthorised absence code ‘Late after registers close’ for the morning session. 

Class attendance so far, this academic year. 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

94.7% 94.8% 96.7% 94.5% 96% 95.9% 95.3% 

 

• Thursday 4th December – second 
PINS coffee morning 

• 5th December – PTA Winter Warmer 
– we look forward to seeing you! 

• 9th December Bishop Michael lead 
Diocese Schools service 

• 11th December PM and 12th 
December AM KS1 Christmas 
Nativity  

• 12th December Year 3 T@3 

• 18th December Carol Service in 
school – 6pm.  Google form to 
follow. 

• 19th December – Last day of term - 
Christmas jumper and Christmas 
lunch day 

• 5th January 2026 – term starts 



 
HARVEST SERVICE - Letter from our Collective Worship Champions 
Dear families 
Thank you for all of the cereal boxes you donated to our Harvest Service. We collected over 200 boxes!  
Our school really enjoyed creating the domino run and the Food Bank really appreciated receiving the 
cereal.  We learnt about how anyone who is in need can access a food bank so your donations will be 
helping lots of people. Thank you!  
Jack, Anna, Sammy, Sophia, Tymur, Mia, Megan, Esther, Alfie and Nancie. 

   
 
PARTNERSHIP FOR INCLUSION OF NEURODIVERSITY IN SCHOOLS (PINS) programme  
We are pleased to share that Churchill Primary School has been chosen to participate in the PINS 
programme, which aims to improve support for children with additional needs in schools.   PINS is a 
national programme which brings together health and education 
workforces, and expert parent carers to support schools to work 
closely with families to support their children. At the heart of the 
programme is a Parent Carer Participation Group. The Participation 
Group is for all parent carers of children with Special Educational 
Needs and Disability (SEND); no diagnosis or EHCP is 
required. They will hold regular meetings to: 

• Work co-operatively with the school 

• Ensure that parent carers have their voices heard by the school 

• Bring parent carers together to share experiences 
The meetings will be held on: 

• Thursday 4th December 9:00 to 10.30am 

• 12th February 1.30 to 3:00pm 
Please do come along and join the group so that your voice can be heard. 

 
CHILDREN IN NEED  
For Children in Need, we wore something spotty for a donation to the 
cause. We raised £191.00 so a BIG thank you everyone who took part. 
 
SOMERSET COUNTY CRICKET FOR CHURCHILL PUPIL 

Max has been selected for the boys under 11 development squad on the 
Somerset County Cricket pathway for 25/26.  He has already started his winter training 
at Millfield.  We wish him good luck on his journey.  
 
STEAM TRIP FOR YEAR 6 
Year 6 had a fantastic day at STEAM as part of their World War 2 unit. They were able 
to bring the experiences focused on in school into life. Amongst 

a lot of facts and hands-on 
lessons, they were able to 
feel what it was like to be 
evacuated and what it felt 
like to be in an air raid 
shelter during the Blitz. 
Year 6 were brilliant all day 
and really jumped into the 
role of evacuees with some 
great costumes! Well 
done!   Mr Davis 

  



 
PARKRUN PRIMARY 
Well done to all the children attending the junior Parkrun, remember it takes place every Sunday and the 
local ones are at Cheddar and Yatton.  Cheddar starts at 9am at the Kings of Wessex leisure centre, it’s 
free and children run, walk, skip for 2k. Look forward to seeing lots of you at Cheddar on Sunday. Fancy 
dress optional this week I believe! Please check their website.  
 

 
TULIP PHOTOGRAPHY DISCOUNT 
Please be aware that the discount for your child’s recent school photo ends on 
Monday 8th December.  
 
  
 
 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH - BOOKING 
Now is the time to book your child’s Christmas lunch. The kitchen staff would like them ordered by  
10th December to be able to order in all the necessary food. Please go to Aspens Select to place your 
order. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES AND FOOD (HAF) 
The Christmas/Winter HAF programme provides sessions during the school holidays for children who 
are receiving benefits-related free school meals. The HAF fund focuses on children and families who are 
struggling financially. The HAF Team are delighted to confirm that this Christmas (Winter) holiday, there 
are 19 different provisions at 15 different locations across North Somerset. Activities include sports, 
caving, skiing, arts, crafts, trade skills and gymnastics, to name just a few! At many of the activity days, 
the children and young people will take part in lots of different activities. All children and young people 
will also be provided with a meal and healthy snacks. To find out more about HAF in North Somerset and 
how to book on, please visit: Holiday, activities and food (HAF) programme | North Somerset Council 
https://n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/benefits-support/other-benefits-support/holiday-activities-
food-haf-programme 

https://n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/benefits-support/other-benefits-support/holiday-activities-food-haf-programme
https://n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/benefits-support/other-benefits-support/holiday-activities-food-haf-programme


 
HIGHWAY CODE RULE 243 
The Highway Code tells us that we must not park within 10 metres (32 feet) of a 
junction. 
 
Safety and obstruction:  

• Parking too close can make it difficult for drivers to turn, and it can put pedestrians at risk by creating 
a blind spot.  

Enforcement:  

• Even if there are no specific signs, it is still an offence to park in a way that causes an unnecessary 
obstruction, which can lead to a fine.  

How to estimate the distance: 

• Use your car as a guide – an average car is about 4.5 metres long, so parking about two car lengths 
away from the junction is a good general guide. 

• A standard pavement slap is about 0.9 metres, so count approximately 11 slabs from the junction. 

• You can use Google Maps measure distance tool to measure from the junction to your parking spot. 
 
Please also be mindful of how you park around our neighbours’ driveways, making sure you leave 
enough room either side of their driveways to negotiate around safely. 
 
PLEASE NAME YOUR CHILD’S CLOTHING 

We are getting lots of parents searching for lost fleeces and jumpers.  With 30 identical 
jumpers in a class, it is hard to match them to their owners without name labels.  Please 
help us; a lot of time is lost holding up jumpers and trying to find their owners. 
 

NO MOBILE PHONES IN SCHOOL 
A polite reminder to everyone that Churchill Primary School is a mobile free zone.  This 
applies both in school and also the playground. If you need to use your mobile phone 
whilst you are in school, please come to the school office.  We appreciate your support 
in this matter. 

   
WATER ONLY IN DRINKS BOTTLES 
As part of our ‘healthy schools’ initiative, we ask that pupils only bring water in their water bottles.  
Squash, flavourings or fizzy drinks are not permitted. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 



 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
 

We receive a lot of posters for local events which we upload to the school website. Included is auditions for Winscombe Youth Theatre’s auditions, Planet 
Pretend, Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, Churchill events to name but a few. 

• Lifeskills 

• Wells Cathedral – holiday activities  

• Create Sunday 

• Churchill & Baby Toddler Group 

• We’re In! providing spaces with respect, dignity and warmth. 
• School Health Nursing Team – various webinars available for parents and carers covering dental health, sleep and emotional wellbeing. School Health 

Nursing - CCHP | Community Children's Health Partnership 
 

FREE NHS app HELPS PARENTS CARE FOR THEIR POORLY CHILD 
As winter sets in and common childhood illnesses become more frequent, 
parents are being encouraged to use a free NHS app to help them decide how 
best to care for their child. 
The HANDi app, which has been developed by a team of specialist children’s 
doctors, is quick and easy to use and gives parents and carers expert advice on 
a range of 4 childhood illnesses. These include diarrhoea and vomiting, high 
temperature, tummy pain, chestiness, head injuries and common problems 
experienced by newborn babies. 
  
The app takes parents through a series of questions about their child’s 
symptoms and then advises on the best course of action, whether that’s to treat 

at home, to make a GP appointment, call NHS 111 or call 999. The HANDi App is available to download for 
Apple phones from the app store or iTunes and for Android phones at Google Play. Alternatively, please use 
the following QR code: 
 

  
SIRONA CARE & HEALTH 
The scan code below will take you Sirona Care & Health and lists services for 
parents with children at different ages. Universal services include services and 
information available to everyone and specialist services show which provide 
further support for children and young people.  
 
 
 
 

 

https://cchp.nhs.uk/cchp/explore-cchp/school-health-nursing/school-nursing-webinars-parents-carers
https://cchp.nhs.uk/cchp/explore-cchp/school-health-nursing/school-nursing-webinars-parents-carers


 
 



 
 
 



 

 


